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George Washington Plunkitt: “Politics is as much a regular business as the
grocery or the dry-goods or the drug business.” [ Quoted from Norman Frohlich
and Joe A. Oppenheimer, Modern Political Economy (Englewood Cliffs:
Prentice-Hall, INC, 1978), p. 69] Hannah Arendt argued “that politics is the
most important form of human activity because it involves interaction amongst
tree and equal citizens. It thus gives meaning to life and affirms the uniqueness
of each individual.” [ Quoted from Andrew Heywood, Politics (London:
MACMILLAN PRESS LTD, 1997), p. 8) ## & A e S £ E g srig e
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Please answer the following questions either in Chinese or in English:

1. The distinction between “ancient™ and “modem” political thought is a significant
one in political theory. Defend (or critique) the claim that Thomas Hobbes was the
first modern political theorist, making clear your understanding of the basis for the
distinction between ancient and modern political thought. Compare the case for
Hobbes as the first modern with the case for Machiavelli as the first modern. 25%

2. To what extent can modern thought be considered a working out of the idea of
freedom? What different forms does this notion take? Discuss with reference to
Locke, Rousseau, Mill and Hegel, 25%
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1. Siateness
2. Democratic consolidation
3. Globalization
4. Localization
5. Soveréignty
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1. “In circumstances of accelerating globalization, the nation-state has become ‘too

small for the big problems of life, and too big for the small problems of life’.
{ Quoted from Anthony Giddens, “The Globalization of Medernity,” in David

Held and Anthony McGrew (eds.), The Global Transformations Reader
(Cambridge: Polity Press, 2000), p. 92] X9 £ & &35 ZiFif AL A AP
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