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Need is.a purely biclogical instinct, an appetite which emerges according
to the requirements of the organism and which abates completely (even if only
temporarily} when satisfied. The human subject, being born in a state of
helplessness, is unable to satisfy its own needs, and hence depends on the
Other to help it satisfy them.-In order to get the Gther's help, the infant must
express its needs vocally; need must be articulated in demand, The primitive
demands of the infant may only be inarticulate screams, but they serve to bring
the Other to minister to the infant's needs. However, the presence of the Other
soon acquires an importance in itself, an importance that goes beyond the
satisfaction of need, since this presence symbolises the Other love. Hence
demand soon takes on double function, serving both as an articulation of need
and as a demand for love. However, whereas the Other can provide the
objects which the subject requires to satisfy his needs, the Other cannot
provide that unconditional love which the subject craves. Hence even after the
needs which were articulated in demand have been satisfied, the other aspect
of demand, the craving for love, remains unsatisfied, and this leftover is desire.
‘Desire is neither the appetite for satisfaction, nor the demand for love, but the
difference that results from the subtraction of the first from the second’ (E, 287)

itis important to distinguish between desire and the drives, Although they
both belong to the field of the Other (as opposed to love), desire is one
whereas the drives are many. In other words, the drives are the particular
(partial) manifestations of a singte force called desire {although there may also
be desires which are not manifested in the drives; see S11, 243). There is only
one object of desire, objet petit a, and this is represented by a variety of partial
objects in different partiat drives. The objet petit a is not the object towards
which desire tends, but the cause of desire. Desire is not a relation to an object,
but a relation to a lack. (50 43)

- --Dylan Evans, An Introductory Dictionary of Lacanian Psychoanalysis, p.37.
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One thing in any case is certain : man is neither the oldest nor the most constant
problem that has been posed for human knowledge. Taking a relatively short
chronological sample within a restricted geographical area — European culture since the
sixteenth century — one can be certain that man is a recent invention within it. It is not
arcund him and his secrets that knoledge prowled for so long in the darkness. In fact,
among all the mutations that have affected the knowledge of things and their order, the
knowledge of identities, differences, characters, equivalences, words — in short, in the
midst of all the episodes of that profound history of the Same — only one, that which
began a century and a half ago and is now perhaps drawing to a close, has made it
possible for the figure of man to appear.  And that appearance was not the liberation of
an old anxiety, the transition into Iuminous consciousness of an age-old concern, the
entry into objectivity of something that had long remained trapped within beliefs and
philosophies : it was the effect of a change in the fundamental arrangements of
knowledge, As thé archaeology of our thought easily shows, man is an invention of
recent date.  And one perhaps nearing its end. If those arrangements were to
disappear as they appeared, if some event of which we can at the moment do no more
than sense the possibility — without knowing cither what its form will be or what it
promises — were to cause them to crumble, as the ground of Classical thought did, at the
end of the eighteenth century, then one can certainly wager that man would be erased,
like a face drawn in sand at the edge of the sea.(50 43)

- Michel Foucauli, The Order of Things, Vintage Books, 1973, 386-387.
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T BUSFEAESEIEPATE BT ERES SIS Be
5 (S Zizek) BB TRBKALNER  FAETREEARYEES
8 Mt IE RAPR BN 2R RSB 2 R SR EERINANTE
(negative) 78 - EREM-EHE? L H » SRS - M SHEE
R R ESNE R BRI ? —ETALRENE (radical
evil) FANSEABHEAYES HEME ( diabolical evil) ? BNBE A BT SE M,

| (7. Lacan) HORRE: - BTG BRI ¥ AR AR LA & ?
SSIERIERES - (25 5) -
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