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I. The ethicist seeking to be appropriately responsive to the clinical encounters
within which moral issues are found, faces a necessarily complex dyad, a sort of
intricate text that requires interpretation. Ceriain aspects of this text, of course,
seem more readily understandable than others. It seems clear that human affliction
(whether due fo injury, disease, or the terrible marks of genelic, congenital, or
soctal circumstance) presents a number of moral issues — troubling or relatively
minor, dramafically clear or puzzling, as the case may be. Not only does the
affticted person appeal to others for their concern and care, but in a way this
person’s very afflicted condition solicits notice and provokes a special alertness —
to be cared for and treated, restored and comforted. Depending on the gravity of
the condition(s), such a person is unable to “do” for himself, to whatever degree,
and at the same time seeks Lo be able to “do™ again, to become well (healed, hale,
healthy or whole) agaih, so far as possible. (ZLEFH » 30 4})

-- Richard M. Zaner, Ethics and the Clinical Encounter, ep. 94-5.

2. The “Nobility of Sight” has dwelt on the nondynamic quality of the visual world

and the “quietive” transmutation by which this distillate of reality is obtained; and
reference was made (o its need for cognitive complementation from other senses
and from the sphere of action. We must add that the latter, or the motility of our
bedy generally, is not called in post hoc only but is already a factor in the very
constitution of seeing and the seen world themselves, much as this genesis is
forgotien in the conscious result. (ZLE%1{1 > 20 43)

-- Hans Jonas, Phenonienon of Life, p. 152

3. However, modernity for Baudelaire is not simply a form of relationship to the

present; it is also a mode of relationship that has to be established with oneself,
The deliberate attitude of nrodemnity is tied to an indispensable asceticism. To be
modern is not to accept oneself as one is in the flux of the passing moments; it is
to take oneself as object of a complex and difficult elaboration: what Baudelaire,
in the vocabulary of his day, calls dandysme. Here 1 shall not recall in detail the
well-known passages on “vulgar, earthy, vile nature™ on man’s indispensable
revolt agatust himself; on the “doctrine of elegance” which imposes “upon its

ambitious and humble disciples” a discipline more despotic than the most terrible

religions; the pages, finally, on the asceticism of the dandy who makes of his body,
his behavior, his feelings and passions, his very exislence, a work of art. Modemn

man, for Baudelaire, is not the man who goes off to discover himself, bis secrets
and his bidden truth; he is the man who tries to invent himself. The modernity
does not “liberate man in his own being™; it compels him to face the fask of
producing himsell. (FEFHL » WiFHIATE 30215 > SILESH A By 3T S5t 0y
LA moedernity™ » 50 ip)

-—-Michel Foucault, “What is Enlightenment?” in The Foucault Reader, pp. 41-2
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