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Instruction: You are required to write in English all your answers on the answer sheet provided.
Please number your answers in your answer sheet according to the question numbers.

()  Definition: Choose THREE of the following terms and explain succinetly, Describe how
each of them sheds light on our understanding of language. Use examples when necessary.
(30%)

(I-1). specific language impairment
(I-2). entailment ,

(I-3). suprasegmental features
(I-4). natural language processing
(I-5). collocation

(IT) Ganda is a Bantu language which is spoken by about 4 million people in Uganda. Consider the
sounds [r] and [1] in the following data and then answer the questions that follow. (20%)

kola “do’ wulira ‘hear”
lwana “fight' beera “help’
buulira “tedl” jukira “remember’
lja *gat’ erjato ‘canoe’
fulla “git’ orauliro *fire”
omugole “bride’ effirimbi “whistie®
lumonde ‘sweet potato’ ermmeeri ‘ship’
eddwaliro “hospital” eraddu “lighting’
oluganda ‘Gancda lunguage® wawaabira ‘avcuse’
olulirmi “tongue’ lagira *command’

(IT)-1. List the phonological environment in which each sound occurs. Copy the following table
and complete it on the answer sheet. (5%)

[1] [1]

0a ia

(II)-2. Are [r] and [1] allophones of the same phoneme or allophones of different phonemes?
Justify your answer. (5%)

(I)-3. If you maintain that [r] and [1] are allophones of the same phoneme, then write a rule that
predicts when [r] and [I] will appear in a word. If you maintain that they are allophones of
different phonemes, then give an example of a phonetic environment in which they contrast. (5%)
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(I1)-4, Consider the following loan words frorn English. Do they follow the rules you stated? If
yes, explain the phonological environments that allow the change. If no, account for the
violation. (5%)

lerwe ‘railway’ lula ‘ruler’ saffali ‘safari’

()  Unlike traditional linguistic approaches that focus primarily on spoken or written language
many researchers acknowledge the importance of integrated information from various
modalities, including pictures, gestures, facial expressions, and other non-verbal cues that
accompany language. Zima (2017) studied the accompanying gestures with different
functions of “all the way from X + PREP +Y.” Read the examples below and answer the
questions that follow. (30%)

-(III~1). Zima (2017) found the construction has at least 4 Tunctions, as shown in Table 1
below. Which function(s) is/are literal? Which are metaphorical? Justify your answer. (10%)

Table 1. Functions of the “all the way from X + PREP +Y” construction

Functions Explanation Examples

(0 Area the sizefrange of the land spans all the way from Seattle through
an area QOregon

(2) Distance the distance the food is delivered all the way from Long Beach to
travelled Lancaster

(3) Development in time duration or phase every single child in this nation has a world-class

gducation all the way from preschool ta college

{4) List/spectrum ' a range of choices there was a whole system going on all the way from

or options the barrower to the investor

(1i1-2). Zima (2017) studied the accompanying gestures with this construction, and the result
is shown in Table 2. What are the factors (or independent variables) that determine the use of
accompanying gestures? (5%)

Table 2. Frequency gestures accompanying the “all the way from X -+ PREP +Y” construction

{odi the way from X PREP Y]
+ gostiurn # gasture
ares 110 (=85.94 % of all areal uses) 18
distance 40 {=B85.91 % of all distance uses) 7
developiment In time 5 {=55.56% of all thme uses) 4
listfspectrum 5 16 (=66.67 % of all Hst/speciram uses)
total 160 36

(I1I-3). Write a paragraph in 150 words to describe the findings based on this table. (15%)
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(IV) Observe the two advertisements below containing foul languages. Answer the questions that
follow. (20%)

Figure 2. An ad for meatless burgers

Figure 1. An ad for a beef restaurant

MOW THAT'S A

(IV-1) Swear words, or profanity, are typically avoided in the service business because
customers are supposed to be treated with respect. Explain why the advertisers used foul
language in these two ads. Theories in pragmatics and sociolinguistics (e.g., politeness,
indexicality, covert prestige, etc.) may help, and social factors such as gender, age, economy,
and power may also influence choice of words. Your ability to use specialized terminology in
the explanation is appreciated. {10%)

(IV-2) The two advertisements are situated in the US. Would employing the same strategy be
effective in ads in different countries? Use your own country as an example. Justify your
response by highlighting the norms and values which demonstrate communicative competence
in your country. (10%)

[This is the end of the test.]
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This exam consists of two parts: 1. English Literature (60%) and 2. American Literature (40%).
Please read the questions carefully. You have 130 minutes to complete the answers.

Part One: English Literature (60%)
Please choose THREE of the following questions. (20% each)

1. How did the Roman settlement, Anglo-Saxton immigration, and the Norman conquest inform the
early development of the history of the English language and literature? Please use specific examples
of medieval literature to illustrate your points.

2. The zeitgeist of the Renaissance is usually defined by the spirit of doubt. What is the zeitgeist of the
English Renaissance? Please give THREE examples of English Renaissance Literature (poetry, prose
fiction, epic, and drama) to discuss the ways in which English writers/playwrights react to the
European traditions of humanism. Authors in consideration may include (but not limited to) Sir
Thomas More, Sir Thomas Wyatt, Sir Walter Raleigh, Sir Philip Sidney, Edmund Spenser,
Christopher Marlowe, John Donne, etc.

3. It’s been taken for granted that the long eighteenth century is the age of satire. What are the definitive
characteristics of Restoration and eighteenth-century English literature? Please analyze in-depth the
texts and contexts of any of the following writers: John Dryden, Alexander Pope, Jonathan Swift,
Daniel Defoe, Samuel Richardson, Walter Scott, etc.

4. Because of the industrial revolution, the French Revolution, and the rise of the British Empire,
English literature has gone global. What are the important themes that occupy the minds of
nineteenth-century writers? Please give a few examples to illustrate their criticism of life.

5. Because of war, colonization, environmental crises, natural disasters, (anti)globalization as well as
the rising awareness of gender, racial, and ethnic equality, the development of modern English
literature after 1900 has been given a more diverse look. Please comment on any aspects of literary
development after 1900.

Part Two: American Literature (40%)

1. Examine a literary work predating 1900, another from the twentieth century, and a contemporary
piece (post-2000). Explore the cultural, historical, and societal contexts surrounding each text and
thoroughly analyze a common theme that transcends various eras in American literature.

Please note that in both parts, grading will be based on the depth of analysis (20%), the
incorporation of cultural, historical, and societal contexts (20%), the clarity and coherence of
writing {(40%), and the relevance of the chosen works (20%).
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Reading Comprehension and English Composition (100%)
*Please read the following instruction carefully before writing your answers.

The following excerpt is drawn from the initial paragraphs of Love in the Fallen
City (Qing cheng zhi lian), a famous novella written by one of the most celebrated
Chinese-American writers, Eileen Chang (1920 — 1995). The novella is known for its
depiction of the social and cultural dynamics of China during a transformative period,
portraying the struggles faced by individuals striving to find a place in a society conflicted
with traditional and modern values.

Your task is to write a short essay (approximately 500 words) that engages in a
meticulous close reading of this text, dissecting the author’s deliberate choices in
crafting the narrative that introduces this renowned story. For example, you can
investigate the nuanced literary effects that emerge through the author’s distinct
narrative styles and tones, analyzing the utilization of various literary devices and
rhetorical tropes. You can also choose to scrutinize the author’s deliberate
deployment of language (i.e., tone, rhythm, and narrative styles), investigating how it
contributes to the overall atmosphere and impact of the narrative.

In short, your task is to unpack the author’s employment of literary devices, such as
symbolism, metaphor, or foreshadowing, and clarify how these devices function to create
specific effects within the narrative, thereby revealing the layers of meaning embedded in
the text. Please be very specific in your analysis and provide evidence with textual
analysis to back up your argument.

LOVEIN A FALLEN CITY
(EILEEN CHANG; TRANSLATED BY KAREN S. KINGSBURY)

* Please note that the main character in this novella is Bai Liusu.
** Also note that the translation provided below is subject to minor modification.
®4* Hugin refers to £§%%

SHANGHAI’S clocks were set an hour ahead so the city could “save daylight,” but the Bai
family said: “We go by the old clock.” Ten o’clock to them was eleven to everyone else. Their singing
was behind the beat; they couldn’t keep up with the Augin of life.

When the Augin wails on a night of ten thousand lamps, the bow slides back and forth, drawing
forth a tale too desolate for words—oh! Why go into it? The tale of the Augin should be performed by a
radiant entertainer, two long streaks of rouge pointing to her exquisite nose as she sings, as she smiles,
covering her mouth with her sleeve ... but here is was just Fourth Master Bai sunk in darkness, sitting
alone on a ramshackle balcony and playing the Augin.

As he was playing, the doorbell rang downstairs. For the Bai household, this was most unusual;

people didn’t pay social calls after dark, not in the old etiquette. If a visitor came at night or a telegram
arrived without warning, either it meant that some event of huge import had transpired or, most probably,

someone bad died.

RAGKMGHE - FEEFGRFAMA
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Fourth Master sat still and listened, but since Third Master, Third Mistress, and Fourth Mistress
were shouting all at once as they came up the stairs, he couldn’t understand what they were saying.
Sitting in the room behind the balcony were Sixth Young Lady, Seventh Young Lady and Eighth Young
Lady, along with the Third and Fourth Masters’ children, all growing increasingly anxious. From where
Fourth Master sat on the darkened balcony, he could see everything in the well-lit room. So when the
door opened, there was Third Master in his undershirt and shorts, standing on the raised doorsill with his
legs stuck out wide, reaching behind his thighs to slap at the mosquitoes, and calling out to Fourth
Master: “Hey, Old Four, guess what? That fellow that Sixth Sister had left after divorce, well, it seems

he’s caught pneumonia and died!”
Fourth Master put down the sugin and walked into the room. “Who brought the news?” he asked.

“Mrs. Xu,” said Third Master. Then he turned to shoo away his wife with his fan. “Don’t tag
along like this just to gawk at things! Isn’t Mrs. Xu still downstairs? She’s a big lady, doesn’t like
climbing stairs—why don’t you go to look after her?”

Third Mistress left and Fourth Master mulled things over. “Isn’t Mrs. Xu a relative of the
deceased?”

“Indeed,” said Third Master. “It looks like their family has specially asked her to bring us the
news, and that means something, of course.”

“Ts it possible that they want Sixth Sister to return and go into mourning?”

Third Master scratched his scalp with the handle of the fan. “Well, according to the rules, it
would only be right...” :

They both looked over at their Sixth Sister. Bai Liusu sat in the comner of the room calmly
embroidering a slipper; her brothers, it seems, had been so intent on their conversation that they hadn’t
given her a chance to speak. Now she simply said, “Go and be his widow, after we’ve divorced? People
will laugh still their teeth fall out!” She went on sewing her slipper, apparently unperturbed, but her
palms were clammy and her needle stuck—she couldn’t draw it through anymore.

ESSAY (100%): Write up a short essay of approximately 500 words (or more if you
want) that engages in a meticulous close reading of the above text, analyzing the
author’s deliberate choices in crafting the narrative that introduces this renowned

story.
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