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Throughout th'é second half of this century, chemical companies have
trumpeted the miraculous power of chemicals on billboards, in
magazine ads, and on television ... And they did bring
mir.acles——anti‘piotics, penicillin, and a vast selection of creature
comforts. far beyond anything our forebears could have imagined ... But
' along with all thejr benefits, these new creations have generated a long
list of problems, including serious health consequences ... While'
billions of dollars have been lavished on product development,
marketing, promotion, and advertising, littte has been spent on

- observing chemicals’ interactions with living things and the
environment.
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B Taiwan's competitiveness:

~ ranking drops.one
place to No. 18.

By BrapLEY S, Krapren
GENEVA, AR ,
Tlie U.5. economy maintained jts'
Position atop world competitiveness
‘rankings, despite a record trade
deficit, its high corporate tax rate.on

profits and- low corfidence in the scemented by -the - dynetnism of fis

government's handling of public
finances, according to an’ annual
survey released today. L

Singapore . was ° ranked . just
behind, with Hong ‘Kong, Luzem-
bourg and Denmark rounding out

the top five most compeaiitive -

national economies, said the Lay-
Samne, Switzerland:basad | IMD.

busingss scheol, .which - publishes
the World Competitivenass. Yaar-

book.

. Meanwhile, Tafwani's ranking 4n-

‘chases - and <commgrefal : service

according %o 323 criteria that mea-

‘sure how the. nations creats and

maintain conditions favorable to,
businasses, S o

the latest survey:dropped one placs
to No. 18 and now trails hahind.

“maidland China, which moved up to
‘No. 15 from No. 18, :

Project director Stephane Garelli _
said the United Statss’ position was

financial market, which drives what
is the world's strongest domestic
economy, topping all othiers m it
amount- of investments, stoek pur-

gXpOrts. T
The U.S. also_tanked a5 thé sas--

fest place to seoure venture capital:
“for business development’ and sur-
passed all dther econbnties ‘in key
technology . criferia $uch. as com-. -
. s putersdn use andhigh-iech exports; -
The study lists 55 econRoOmjes: - o

accurting to the-yeport.

.But Garelli said the U.S. sconomy
has’ been hurt by ifs record trade
deficit, which combined with the

“budget deficit’ brings the national
.deht to US$8.7 trillion. High dollar
reseryes in foreign countriss, par-
ticularly in Asta, mean the US. is
-relinquishing: its grip on WON&Ary

policy. L ,
“The U.5. is also scoring poorly in
other sectors such as investments in

-telecoms, youth intefest in scienca,

mebile telephone subscriptions and
language skills . -among its ‘work
force, agcording to the report. The
shorteomings ‘wers. some of the

“same ‘as those cited in a- similar .

competitiveness study last year by

the World Economic Forur, which
dropped the U:S: in is table from

the top position 1o sixth.

C(ETER)

"IUs very good 0" 'be the leader,
but the problem is that the U.S.
model has become copied by

everyons else,” ‘Garelll said. “Ths .

- US: constantly needs to reinvent

liself because everyone else steals its -

recipe.”
Gavelli said the 2007 results high-

light how many of ther word's.:
BIGIEINg ' economic “powers ‘wers

catching up with- the United States
hecause - of government policies
better timed. to economig perfor-
mance. The U.5”has topped the fst
BYery year sircg 1994, . )
~ "Londen ly"Becoming a very hig
Competitor te New York in “inyest-
ment bauking, while Singapore is
challenging the USS. in wealth man-
agemenl,” he said, " New companies
and new brands are appearing all
gverthewerld” © .77
China juraped three places to 15th
in the report, which also highlighted
strong improvements by India, Slo-
vakian  and  Esionia, Wealthy
countries to have boosted thair com-

pelitivaness in recent years faclude -

‘Austria,  Australia, Denmark,
, Switzerland and Hong Kong. _
. Garelii said enly 15 of the coun-
- tries analyzed wore losing ground to
the United ‘States. -Indonesia, Tialy,

Argentina,  Brazi, Mexico, Turkey,

the . Philippines and Francd are
included in this group, he said. .
Rounding gut the top 10 tare
 Switzerland, Icsland, Netherlands,
‘Sweden and 'Cenada, Germany

.made ‘the biggest jump; up .ning

i Place to 16th; while Seuth. Afries, fall
 furthest, down 12 spots to 50th.

" Venezuela was ranked Jast for the
_second: year i a row, immediately

‘preceded. by Indonesia, Croatia, -

"Poland and Argentina.
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" GENEVA, Heuters_‘_' L L
- The World ‘Health - Organization
- (WHO) refused ‘to. consider member-
 ship for ‘Taiwan .on Monday,
- agreeing at its afinval assembly with

China that only soversign’ states.

could join:: - _
Taiwan warns its exclusion from

the 193-state United Natiohs” agency -
undermines international efforts o

Bight diseasés such as'bird f
. F0E the:past 10 years, 1
unsuccessfully - “sought. -

én'haa

obiserver

status-at the WHO, but this year the: -

small group. of ¢ountries that recog-
nize Taipel-went one ‘§tep-further
and pushed for a debate on possible
membership: N
- "But the call was
volesto-17. . o
., Taiwan argues that Chifiz §howed
- Indifference to the istand when the
SARS epidemic struck’fhers four
- Years ags, causing delays v the dis-

rejoctéd by 148

patching of WHO medich} - experts. -

. Tafwan has not had & hurhan cage of
HoNL. bird ‘fu though e ‘deadly

agency

virtis has reached its neighbors.

Indonesia, Vistnam, Thailand and .

~Camibodia, a5 well as mainland
China. o

"Were any epidemic to.bresk out

in Taiwan, it would spread to many

~ Places inthe world in & short perfod

of time..This would be a heavy hlow
ataund theglohe,” Prosident Chen

Shui-bfan said in a videoconference -

“with Jonsmalists in Geneya last week,
“Taiwan needs te bd.able. to com-
preliengively - '
participate in' the international
public héalth network and callaho-
' rate. closely with other nations,” he
Howeyer, under the terms of a
mermiorandum: of understanding
-signed two years.ago hetweén China
and the WHO, Beijing: will-dllow the

U.N. agency to send sxparts to inves-

tigate. any outhreak of tisesse on the
island and Taiwanese health officials

to. the heslth and safety of everyorie.

and . - effectively

hava been able to attend some WHO L

-technical mestings, *
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(—) Social Capital  (5%)

(Z) Accountability (5%)

(=) &M charity 1 philanthropy 75@75@ ? (10%)
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(7°) NPO BYE S & FESZUI{A Governance? (10%)
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Yet the issue of local community involvement has become increasingly important
in wban policy, The Comrmission for Social Justice Report (CSJ, 1994), for example,
has highlighted the ways in which community influence can be incorporated into
local economic development strategies through the construction of new instijutional
relations. Central to the CSI's argument is the development of *social capital’ within
commumnities to constract a people-led series of local economic development initiat-
ives which ate the ‘essential foundation of lasting empowerment’, Programmes of
action, it is argned, should move away from ‘fire-fighting’, reactive strategies of

" coping with- distress and move towards proactive, inclusive, locally-based initiatives
to tackle the roots causes of socio-economic problems experienced by communitics
In deprived areas. These new partnerships would differ from those established under
programmes like City Challenge, as they would emphasise “the need to build lisk-
ages between the economic, human and social capital investments required to achieve
sustainable regeneration” (p. 325). A shift in attitudes is called for where policy
makers reject the notion that ‘government knows better than their citizens’.

2. $t¥ LM FE ¥ the development of ‘social capital’ within
communities to construct a people-led series of local econcmic
development nitiatives * HABAMBBAAMEGE? TURFHABRA"
HWTRAEERS - (20%) '
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LERANTARZER LRI RALREL  (25%)
(1) Spillover effects
(2) Linkage effects
(3) Leakage effects
(4) Localization economy
(5) Urbanization economy
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A useful way to discern responsible community-based
ecotourism is to approach it from a development per-
spective, which considers socizl, environmental and eco-
nomic goals, and questions how ecotourism can *... meet
the needs of the host population in terms of improved
living standards bath in the short and long term’ (Cater,
1993, pp. 85-6). This perspective differs somewhat from
those approaching ecotourism predominantly from an
environmental perspective. Buckley, for example, devised
a framework which proposes that ecotourism is based on
nature tourism which is sustainably managed, includes
environmental education and supports conservation
(Buckley, 1994). While Buckley’s framework helps us to
understand that ecotourism is much more than just
a product, nature, he fails to consider whether the quality
of tife of local communities will be enhanced by ecotour-
ism activitics. Meanwhile, Lindberg et al, take an eco-
nomic perspective when they examine scotourism case
studies from Belizé (Lindberg et al, 1996). While they
consider the extent to which ecotourism generates eco-
nomic benefits for local communitics, they do not ac-
count fof how the greaterwmount of money entering
communities might be distributed, or how communities
are being affected socially and culturally by the ecotour-
ism ventures. Even where ecotourism results in economic
benefits for a local community, it may resuit in damage to
social atid cuitural systems thus undermining people’s
overall quality of life (Wilkinson & Pratiwi, 1993). Com-
munity-based approaches to ecotourism therefore nesd
to acknowledge the importance of social dimensions of
the tourism experience, rather than primarily focusing on
environmental or economic impacts.

S5 F 8 & ¥ Communi ty-based approaches to ecotourism therefore

need to acknowledge the importance of social dimensions of the tourism

experience, rather than primaril 4 fécusing on environmental or
economic impacts  HAREN DR LA ES ? Tl Rpl ik HEHR
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5. Global warming may have a lot impacts on Taiwan.,

Please list one social impact and one economic impact that it may
bring to Taiwan. [A % % 8 41

6. In order to reduce vehiele emissions, the Environmental
Protection Administration (EPA) planned to require motorcyclists
and car drivers to turn off the engines of their vehicles at red light.
Do you think this policy would succeed? Why? [£8 & 14 4]

7. Under the EPA’s policy, supermarkets, department stores
and convenience stores are prohibited from offering free plastic
bags but can sell thick plastic bags to their customers. What do
you think about this pdlicy? Is it good or bad? Why? [ 5 & 12 ]






